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tirely indifferent to the power of love is
shown by her treatment of Endymion (which
see). The strictest chastity was demanded
of her worshipers, and at one time she
changed Actaeon into a stag and allowed
him to be torn to pieces by his dogs, because
he had come upon her as she was bathing.
As the goddess who presided over births,
she was especially worshiped by women, and
no man was allowed in her temple. In ac-
cordance with her various characters, there
were differing representations of her. Most
frequent are those as a huntress, with bow
and arrows; as a moon goddess, with the
crescent of the moon above her forehead, or
as the goddess of the nymphs, in a chariot
drawn by stags.
DIAPHRAGM, di'a fram, in anatomy, the
large muscle that separates the cavity of the
chest from that of the abdomen. The aorta,
esophagus, thoracic duct, inferior vena cava
and some of the large nerves pass through
it. In its natural situation the diaphragm
is convex on the upper side and concave on
its lower, but when the lungs are filled with
air it becomes almost flat, pressing the con-
tents of the abdomen downward and out-
ward. It is the principal agent in respira-
tion, particularly in inspiration. A complete
diaphragm is found only in mammalia, or
animals that have milk glands. See hic-
cough; respiration.
DIAS, de' as, bartholomew (7-1500), a
celebrated Portuguese navigator. He was
put in charge of an expedition to explore
the west coast of Africa, and without know-
ing it he sailed around the southern end of
the continent and found himself, to his sur-
prise, on the east coast. The southernmost
cape of the continent the Portuguese king
named Cape of Good Hope (which see). On
his return from a voyage to Brazil in 1500,
Dias perished in a storm.
DI'ATOM, a microscopic plant, almost
universally distributed throughout both salt
and fresh water. They are found in rain
troughs, in ditches, on sand at the bottom
of clear brooks, on snow and even in the
dust of volcanoes. Countless millions of
them exist in the water, where they form
a large part of the food of the lower marine
animals. They exist in a great variety of
beautiful forms, and have hard, prettily
sculptured coverings, or shells.
DIAZ, defahz, porpieio (1830-1915), the
greatest figure in Mexican history f or many
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years, a man sufficiently strong and wise
to control the discordant elements of the
republic. For a time he studied law, but
at the outbreak of the
war with the United
States he entered the
army, and from that
time he devoted himself
to a military career. In
the factional fights which.^
disturbed Mexico f
many years he took
prominent part, identify-''
ing himself with the Lib-
eral party and proving,
during Napoleon Ill's porfirio DIAZ
attempt to found an empire under French
control, a most efficient leader of the patriots.
In 1867 he marched to Pueblo at the head
of a Republican army and took the city by
storm, and afterward he aided in the cap-
ture of the City of Mexico. In 1876 he be-
came President, and he soon proved his ex-
ceptional ability. He was succeeded by Gen-
eral Gonzalez and became minister of public
works, but in 1884= he was again elected
President, and changes were made in the
Constitution so that he might continue in
office. Until 1911 the opposition to Diaz
was not powerful enough to accomplish his
overthrow, but in that year a revolution
headed by General Madero resulted in the
resignation of the President and his enforced
departure from the country. He took up
his residence in Paris, where he died.
DICE, dise, cubical pieces of bone or ivory,
marked on each of their six faces with dots,
from one to six in number, and employed in
gambling. In numbering the faces, the sum
of the dots on opposite faces always equals
7. The dice are shaken in a small box and
are then thrown on the table, when the spots
showing uppermost are counted in various
ways, usually like the cards in a poker hand.
Dice are of very ancient origin, being well
known among the Egyptians and Greeks.
DICKCISSEL, a handsome bird, rather
larger than the majority of the sparrow
family, to which it belongs, and common in
the open regions of Central United States.
Its back and body generally are dark,
though there is a bright chestnut patch on
the wing. Its throat is white; its lower parts
are yellow, with a black crescent band across
the breast. The name is an imitation of the
bird's call.

